
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _Cut on the dotted line _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _  

BOWMAN-FRANCIS MINISTRY PROJECT 
We appreciate any donation that you can give to support our ministry programs. 

____ $10     ____$25     ___$50     ___$100      ____$500      ____$1000      $____ Other 

 

    Please make your check payable to: Bowman Francis Ministry 

Please mail your check to:           815 E. 58th St. 

                                                             Indianapolis, IN  46220 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 

                                          
Dear Friends of Ambassadors of the Word, 
 
 
On behalf of Ambassadors of the Word [AOW] National Youth organization, I want to 
wish each of you a blessed 2009.  As we experience this historic year of change and 
hope, I encourage you to embrace the request of President Barrack Obama. He has 
asked each American to become involved in community service in an effort to restore 
America to its place of global leadership. It does not matter at what level you become 
involved. It is most important that you become involved. 

 
One way you can become involved is by supporting our youth. It is not new information 
that the young generation is in grave need of meaningful mentoring. As you know, 
mentoring minority youth is the foundation upon which this AOW organization was 
established.  
 
With that in mind, I want to extend to you an invitation to participate with our 2010 
fundraising activity. At this time, a cruise is being planned for June or Nov 2010 to the 
Mexican Rivera, sailing from San Diego or Los Angeles, CA.  Depending on the price, 
a second option is being researched for the Eastern or Southern Caribbean, sailing 
from San Juan, Puerto Rico. Additional details will be available this spring. 

 
Many who have previously cruised with AOW have requested we consider a Mediter-
ranean cruise. Due to the current economic status and global conditions, this option is 
not feasible at this time.  

 
We are fully aware that the national economic status is impacting each of us in varied 
ways. Thus, we are sharing this information 18 months in advance, to allow time for 
prayerful contemplation and planning.  
 
Thank you for supporting AOW and our efforts to develop strong community leaders 
among the youth we interact with. We look forward to your continued support and con-
tribution in any way possible - prayers, donations, participation with fundraising activi-
ties, especially the 2010 cruise.  
 
May God continue to bless each of you and keep you in His loving care. 
 
Respectfully, 

 

Beverly Dandridge 
Beverly A. Dandridge 
President 

"It is not enough to fight for the hand. It is even more important to en-
joy it while you can.  While it’s still here.  So get out there and hunt, 
fish, and mess around with your friends, ramble out yonder and explore 
the forests . . . . Climb the mountains, bag the peaks, run the rivers, 

breathe deep of that yet sweet and lucid air, sit quietly for a while and 
contemplate the precious stillness, the lovely, mysterious, and awesome 
space.” 
      By Edward Abbey 
 

March 18, 2009 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

In these tough economic times President Barack Obama has asked us all 
to give service to our community in some way  shape, form, or fashion 
to help America become a greater nation.  Say what you will about min-
istry—people do judge a ministry by it’s service.  That is why it’s impor-
tant to me to keep you in the know about the progress of the Bowman 

Francis Ministry.   
 

The Bowman Francis Ministry Project is about newness and change.  I 

mean nothing is fresher than the Bowman Francis Ministry  Men to Men 
National Conference in Birmingham, Alabama,  Sankofa Youth Summit in 
New York , Youth J.A.M.s for Jesus in Chicago, Illinois and New York, 

and the Cultural Exchange in South Africa to name a few.  In the  spirit 
of keeping the ”Bread” (Eucharist) fresh and in honor of earth month, 
Easter is coming and everyday the sun seems to shine a little brighter.  

It’s a new season and I pray it is a prosperous one for you in the divine 
word. 
 

Our organization’s strength is not just our work as missionary priests but 
equally important the services that others volunteer to help support our 
ministry with time, talents, and treasures.  We understand that you can-
not be with us as we travel the globe to strengthen the faith of Roman 
Catholics of African descent.  However, your financial support helps us 
rekindle the core value system of the family and awaken the spiritual 
growth and well-being of the individual within.  Our youth are in graver 

danger than ever in loosing sight of their inner-self.  Any dollar amount 
that you can donate will be greatly appreciated to pay for supplies and 
operational expenses for youth programs.  Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers and as always you are in our prayers. 
    

Toward a Higher Vision! 
 

Fr. Chester Smith, SVD  Fr. Charles Smith, SVD        Fr. Ken Hamilton, SVD 
Fr. Chester Smith, SVD  Fr. Charles Smith, SVD  Fr. Ken Hamilton, SVD 
 

The 

 Bowman Francis Ministry Project 

Live Your Best Life 



Youth JAM For Jesus 2009,  

a great success 

Photos and Articles Contributed by Frère Buteau (Brother Tob) of The National Center 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
            

Mass Choir members of Youth JAM 2009, Our Lady of Grace Youth Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Some members of the organizer                 Rev. Chester Smith, SVD, Celebrant of the  
committee of Youth JAM For Jesus 2009      Eucharist Celebration at Youth JAM 
         For Jesus 2009 

 
The Annual Liturgical and Fellowship Celebration of Youth JAM for Jesus at Our 
Lady of Grace Church in the Bronx on January 24 was a great success. Over 250 
youth attended. Ambassadors of the Word is the architect of this youth rally.  Start-
ing in 2000, the event has always been held on the Saturday before or after the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. national holiday. The Black Catholic ministries of the 
Archdiocese of New York, the Diocese of Brooklyn, and the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre join every year with the Ambassadors of the Word to bring our young peo-
ple together to celebrate the life and prophetic ministry of Dr. King. It is also a way 
to encourage our black youth to remember the life of Jesus Christ as it is mirrored 
in the vision of Dr. King, as well other visionaries of African ancestry throughout the 
history of humankind. 
 
The National Center congratulates the organizer committee of the Youth JAM for 
their energy and sacrifice. Without them, this event could never have happened. 
The next gathering for the youth will be held at St. Boniface Parish in Elmont on 
January 31. We hope a large gathering of youth leaders and youth groups will at-
tend this winter mini-convention. Once again, our congratulations to the leaders of 
the Youth JAM. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Sankofa Summit XII  

June 25-28, 2009 in Jamaica, NY 
 

Cultural Exchange  
June 28 - July 13, 2009 in South Africa 

 

National Black Catholic Men's Conference  
October 2 - 4, 2009 in Birmingham, AL 

 
 

To Be Announced 
  Mission Jamaica  Harambee Bakijana  

  Board of Benefactors  Khrist Kwanzaa 
 
 

 
 

For additional information visit us at:  

www.bowmanfrancisministry.com  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Mae Ruth Forte Smith  

Annual Penny Drive  

 
The Mae Ruth Forte Smith Annual Penny Drive for the Ambassadors of the Word 
will be Motherôs Day, May 10, 2009.  We hope that you were able to collect your 
pennies throughout the year.  We are asking that all participants please take your 
collection of pennies to the bank to turn them into a check made out to Ambassa-
dors of the Word.  Please mail it to Bowman Francis Ministry, 815 E. 58th St.,  
Indianapolis, IN  46220.  The money will be used to build a fund to help youth at-
tend the Cultural Exchange in Spain for World Youth Day.   
 
We thank you for your participation and support of our programs. 
 
Towards A Higher Vision!  
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